The use of dental radiographs to estimate the probability of cavitation of carious interproximal lesions. Part II: Two patient scenarios.
Diagnosis of a cavitated interproximal lesion is often not confirmed until the tooth is treated. Before treatment, clinicaians and patients are dealing with probabilities which can be estimated from clinical evidence, radiographic evidence, and information found in the dental literature. The probability of a diagnostic test result being correct is affected by the threshold of the test and the pretest probability of the disease in question, which varies with the prevalence of the disease. We illustrate how clinicians can inform themselves and their patients of the probability of a radiographic lesion being truly cavitated based on graphs that summarize the currently available evidence. Dentists who use these graphs can more accurately inform their patients who can then choose the course of care that best meets their individual needs.